
Grade 8 Culture Assignment 
 
You will be assigned a culture.  Your job is to create a two page handout about 
the culture you have been assigned.  THis will be done on the computer using a 
program of your choice.  Your content must include the common aspects of 
culture that were discussed in class.  Use your hand outs and think about 
information discussed in class.  We will be looking for that information in your 
handout. 
 
Your handout will be marked as part of the following: 
 

1.  Social Studies Content 
 
Information to Include: 

1.  General overview of the culture.  
2. Religion 
3. Political Beliefs 
4. Economy 
5. Family 
6. Education 
7. Play 

 
2. ELA -- Writing and Representing 
● It will be expected that you write in complete sentences with attention to 

sentence structure, organization, word choice and conventions of writing. 
 

3. PAA -- Elements of Design 
● You need to add visuals and colour to your handout to make it visually 

appealing.  See rubric below for specific ideas. 
 
You will have 7 classes to complete the assignment and it is due on Wednesday 
April 12. 
 



You will hand it in to Shared:  Classes:  Assignments:  Byrnes or Horsman: 
Social 8 -- Culture Assignment:  last name then first name (example: 
SmithJohn). 

Assessment 
 

 
Exceeding 

Expectations 

Meeting 

Expectations 

Progressing Towards 

Expectations 

Not Yet Meeting 

Expectations 

Content 

Student has provided 

adequate, accurate 

information about 

the topic. Student has 

an excellent 

understanding of the 

material 

Student has provided 

enough information 

that shows good 

understanding of the 

material. 

 Student has provided 

enough information 

that shows basic 

understanding of the 

material. 

Student does not 

have a good 

understanding of the 

topic that is being 

presented. 

Writing  

Content 

Clearly states main 

idea 

Consistently and 

clearly focused 

Strongly sustains 

main idea with 

relevant facts and 

details 

Logical progression of 

ideas 

Adequately states 

main idea 

Adequately focused 

Adequately sustains 

main idea with 

relevant facts and 

details 

Adequate 

progression of 

relevant ideas from 

beginning to end 

Somewhat unclear 

main idea 

Somewhat unfocused 

or minor drifts in 

focus 

Somewhat or 

insufficiently 

sustained 

Uneven progression 

of ideas from 

beginning to end 

Confusing or lacks 

main idea 

Major drift in focus or 

lacks focus 

Too brief to be 

sustained 

No clear  progression 

of ideas 

Writing 

Conventions 

The quality of the 

writing is sustained 

and it contains no 

errors. 

The quality of the 

writing is sustained 

because it contains 

only minor 

convention errors 

Any errors that are 

present rarely reduce 

clarity and seldom 

interrupt the flow of 

the response 

The quality of the 

writing is maintained 

through generally 

correct use of 

conventions 

 Errors that are 

present occasionally 

reduce the clarity and 

sometimes interrupt 

the flow of the 

response 

Is beginning to 

demonstrate some 

awareness of print 

conventions 



 

 

 

 

    

Creativity/ 

Layout/ 

Format 

Demonstrates 

exceptional creativity 

in the depiction of 

required elements 

 

Overall organization, 

design, use of color 

and space make 

handout interesting 

and communicate 

information very well 

 

Completely follows 

the chosen format 

Demonstrates 

creativity in the 

depiction of required 

elements 

 

Overall organization, 

design, use of color 

and space make 

handout interesting 

and communicate 

information well 

 

Follows the chosen 

format 

Demonstrates 

creativity in the 

depiction of some 

required elements 

 

Overall organization, 

design, use of color 

and space make 

handout interesting 

and communicate 

information fairly 

well 

 

Somewhat follows 

the chosen format 

Demonstrates little 

creativity in the 

depiction of  required 

elements 

 

 Overall organization, 

design, use of color 

and space fail to 

make handout 

interesting and fail to 

communicate 

information 

 

Chosen format may 

not be followed 

Visual 

Students have 

enhanced their 

handout with an 

adequate amount of 

visual aids.  Students 

have gone above and 

beyond to provide 

both a written and 

visual understanding 

of their topic.  

Students have 

provided visuals to 

enhance their hand 

out. Pictures are 

appropriate, but 

more pictures would 

have enhanced the 

handout.  Pictures 

provide a clear visual 

of what their culture 

involves.  

Students have some 

pictures, but not 

enough to give 

students a clear 

understanding of the 

culture.  Pictures do 

not enhance the 

handout or do not 

appropriately match 

the information being 

presented.  

Students have not 

used pictures to 

enhance the 

handout.  Students 

have not included a 

video that reflects 

the culture being 

presented 

On task 

Student is always on 

task and is not 

disrupting others. 

Student is focused on 

research and creation 

of handout and has 

completed daily 

Student is almost 

always on task and is 

not disrupting others. 

Student is focused on 

research and creation 

of project and has 

completed daily 

Student needs 

reminders to stay on 

task.  Student is 

disruptive to the 

classroom 

atmosphere. Student 

has not met daily 

requirements and 

Student is mostly off 

task and has been 

disruptive to the 

classroom 

atmosphere. Student 

is missing most of the 

daily requirements 



requirements and 

assignment. 

requirements and 

assignment. 

missing parts of the 

assignment. 

and is missing parts 

of the assignment. 

 


